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A franchise problem 
Garth Mclennan 
Edijor in Chief 
T he third instalment of the blockbuster Transformers franchise , Transformers: Dark of the Moon , was released in 
theatres last Wednesday. Overall, it was a 
solid movie; definitely an upgrade on the 
supremely mediocre second film of the series 
but once again, a highly anticipated sequel ' 
failed to live up to the excellence of the 
precedent setting first movie. 
Hollywood is currently living in the 
golden age of sequels and franchises. Take 
this summer for example, which is chalk full 
of major blockbuster films. Transformers, 
Harry Potter, The Hangover 2, Cars 2 and 
others are all new incarnations of various 
franchises, and in almost all instances (with 
the possible exception of the new Potter film 
which hasn' t been released yet) , those movie~ 
have all come up a little short of expectations. 
I include Potter in that list because, being 
a franchise that has churned out seven 
previous films, it is a chain that has plenty of 
experience at letting down fans. 
Other projects like Thor, Green Lantern 
and Captain America are all continuations 
of the super-hero genre which has been 
sweeping Hollywood for the last few years 
and will all undoubtedly be the first of a line 
of movies under those titles. Next summer 
Batman, Spiderman (which/had its own ' 
movie, Spiderman 3, collapse the entire 
franchise and necessitate a reboot) and the 
collection of Marvel heroes in The Avengers 
all return to the big screen. 
Now, I'm not saying that sequels are a 
bad thing. With the exception of Cars 2, I've 
seen pretty much every movie on the above 
lists, so clearly Hollywood has succeeded 
at drawing my dollar, and I know I'm not 
alone in that. Sequels are big business. 
Commercially speaking, continuing to draw 
off a hot property is a very smart move. And 
not all sequels are critical busts. Both Batman 
movies since the re-launch have been not only 
mega-stars at the box office, but also terrific 
films as well . 
But the Transformers franchise continues 
to be the figurehead for how things can 
go the other, non-Batman way, and it's 
representative of the current trend as a whole. 
The first Transformers movie was fantastic 
and blew just about everyone's expectation~ 
of the water. It had a tremendous plot, Megan 
Fox, incredible special affects, Megan Fox, 
compelling characters across the board 
great acting, great action, great humou: 
and Megan Fox. All of that showed in the 
box office results. Then came the second 
Transformers movie, which, to say the least, 
didn't live up to the first one. Now, we're on 
to Transformers 3, and the pleasant memories 
of the first film are fading fast. 
Sequels aren't bad, and there's no 
reason to leave a franchise alone most of the 
time, but man, Hollywood as a whole needs 
to be more careful. 
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Looking for a summer job? 
By Jenn Markham 
S orne positions and agencies specifically look for students to fill temporary positions over the 
summer; you just have to know where to 
look. 
Internships: It's worth talking to 
your program coordinator or head of your 
department about summer placement 
programs that could already be in place 
here at the college. Businesses set up 
positions especially for students finishing 
credentials in their specific field. It's a 
great way to network and gain experience 
in your field to put on your resume. 
Federal Student Work Experience 
Program: This program is through Service 
Canada and it "helps match students 
with federal departments and agencies 
for temporary jobs by maintaining a 
national inventory of students seeking 
employment within the federal public 
service." You can submit register in the 
inventory throughout the year, and some 
agencies advertise closing dates for 
certain positions. 
For more information call 1-888-
780-4444 or check out their website: 
http://www.servicecanada.gc.ca/englgoc/ 
fswep.shtrnl 
Student painting: Ever seen signs in 
your neighbourhood about student painted 
houses? "There are two ways for students 
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to participate in the success of Student 
Works. Students can choose to paint for a 
summer or actually run a Student Works 
business that employees other students. 
Each provides a different experience and 
perspective of the painting business." 
For more information, visit their 
website: http://studentworks.ca/join-us/ 
Camp counselling: Summer camps 
happen all summer, all over the Lower 
Mainland.lf you play a sport such as 
soccer, there will be summer camps 
with tons of kids ready to learn, and 
organizations putting them on that would 
appreciate your bac~ground. Check with 
the community centre in the city you 
live for camps running and positions · 
available. There are also summer 
camps where visitors pack their bags 
to stay a while, where you'd be cabin 
or group counsellors.lf you don't mind 
staying away from home for a while, 
they're a lot offun. Expect to fill out 
a lot of paperwork to start, including a 
background check. 
Also know that in the counselling 
offices at Douglas College, included 
in your student fees, you have access 
to career counsellors who are trained 
to help you. Contact them to make an 
appointment at: 
New West Campus: 604-527-5486 
David Lam Campus: 604-777-6185 
No excuse to be bored this summer 
By Maria Asselin-Roy, Staff Reporter 
Vancouver is known for its diversity in terrain, climate, and culture. 1f you want to do 
something a little different than attending 
your regular routine of school or work, 
you could be spending part of your 
summer attending festivals and going on 
adventures. 
Every year Vancouver is known 
for its Bard on the Beach Shakespeare 
Festival. The festival runs from June 2 
to September 24, and it is located on the 
waterfront of Vanier Park in Kitsilano. 
There are two open ended performance 
tents, with a natural background of 
Vancouver's beautiful mountains, ocean 
and city skyline. This year, the main 
stage tent will host the romantic comedy 
titled "As you like it" by David Mackay. 
Following this act, "The Merchant of 
Venice" will be performed, and is directed 
by Rachel Ditor. In the studio stage, "The 
Kings" will be performed for the third 
year in a row. This year, the Henry VI 
trilogy will be combined into one play, 
titled "Henry VI: The Wars of the Roses". 
For more information, check out www. 
bardonthebeach.org. 
1f you ever find yourself downtown 
looking for an air conditioned place with 
some culture, the Vancouver Art Gallery 
has a particularly interesting exhibit this 
summer. The Colour of My Dreams: 
The Surrealist Revolution in Art is an 
exhibit showing 350 works by talented 
surreal artists, including: Andre Breton, 
Salvador Dali, Max Ernst, Rene Magritte 
and many others. The exhibit runs from 
May 28 to September 25. The selected 
works of art chosen for Vancouver 
show the surrealist's extensive sense 
of experimentations when it comes to 
painting, sculpture, collage, photography, 
and film. Surrealism was one of the most 
important artistic movements in the 20th 
century, and this collection contains some 
of the most memorable works to show 
Vancouver the surrealist movement. 
For something a little more 
outdoorsy, this year will be the 34th 
Annual Vancouver Folk Festival, which 
always draws a crowd. The festival is at 
Jericho Beach Park in Vancouver on July 
15, 16, and 17. The festival is known for 
bringing together artists from Canada, 
the United States,Australia, Cuba and 
many other places with the residents of 
Vancouver. On July 14, advance tickets 
will be on sale at the Vancouver Folk 
Music Festival storefront Box Office 
on 415 Dunsmuir Street. There are also 
other authorized ticket outlets at Highlife 
Records on Commercial drive, Neptoon 
Records on Main Street, and Ban yen 
Books and Sound on West 4th Avenue. 
Another great outdoor activity for 
bringing people together is the annual 
HSBC Celebration of Light. This year's 
dates are July 30,August 3 and August 
6. This celebration allows residents to 
see some of the best fireworks in the 
world. Several countries will each prepare 
a 25 minute display which is showed 
with music. This year China, Spain 
and Canada will be competing for best 
fireworks. Getting to English Bay early is 
always recommended, as the celebration 
can bring in close to 50,000 people! 
Other than these listed events, there 
are literally hundreds more to check out. 
The Vancouver Pride and Parade Festival 
will be on July 31 this year, and will give 
the Vancouver gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgendered commUnity a chance 
to celebrate. Music Fest Vancouver 
will be from August 5 to 14 and will be 
celebrating jazz, classical, and world 
music. The Vancouver China Town 
Festival is from August 6 to the seventh 
and is a large summer block party with 
food tasting, heritage sites, performances 
and shops. The Vancouver Queer Film 
Festival, Global Comedy Fest, and the 
Powell Street Festival are others to 
consider. Keep an eye out for flyers, 
billboards, or anything else that might 
help you switch up your routine a little. 
Summer is the best time for getting out 
and doing things in Vancouver, don't let it 
go to waste! 
Canada postal strike ended 
After a long and tedious postal strike,letters, bills and cheques are now entering the mailbox. 
On June 26 the Senate passed legislation 
which officially sent Canada Post 
employees back to work. The Governor 
General of the House of Commons made 
the legislation a billed law. What the law 
entailed is that nearly 50,000 locked out 
Canada Post workers had to return to their 
jobs within 24 hours. The law stated that 
the workers must go back under a contract 
legislated by the government, rather 
than one achieved through collective 
bargaining. Mter more than 48 hours of 
intense debate, the bill had taken legal 
action and was passed last week. 
Mter the newly passed law settled, 
the president of the postal union told the 
Senate that all postal workers would be 
back to work on Tuesday, June 28. The 
president, Denis Lemelin, said that ''The 
priority of postal workers has always 
been to provide and maintain reliable 
mail service to Canadians" and due to this 
statement, he claims it is clear that the 
protests have gone on long enough. The 
Canadian Union of Postal Workers had 
performed 12 days of rotating strikes after 
Canada Post had locked out employees on 
June 14. The legislation was introduced 
only one week after the lockout started, 
however Senate opposition leader James 
Cowan had opposed the bill. 
Mter one week it was obvious that 
the postal service was not going to stop 
what they were doing. Although the strike 
was a major inconvenience to many 
Vancouver's Underwear Affair: Uncovering 
the cure for below the waist cancers 
By Jenn Markham 
A nyone visiting Vancouver who doesn't know about the event will be surprised to see 
thousands of people running and walking 
in their underwear this Saturday, July 
9. Participants will hit the streets in 
sometimes elaborate costumes to bring 
clubs downtown such as The Cellar and 
The Roxy. 
President & CEO at the BC 
Cancer Foundation, Douglas Nelson, 
commented about last year's event, 
saying a "big thank-you to the more than 
925 participants. Everyone has done 
a fantastic job raising funds that are 
crucial for improving cancer research 
awareness to 
down thereness. 
.--.....,...-----.....,...-----.....,........,........,........, and treatment for 
these cancers in 
"The 
Underwear Affair 
begins with race 
registration at 
the expo where 
participants will 
pick up their 
registration 
packet. The check-
in process will set the mood for the 
event with great music, crazy games and 
delectable food booths; it's also a great 
time to get a first glimpse at everyone's 
wild getup. The race will be painted 
with the same high energy, with lots of 
music and cheers to keep the participants 
adrenaline pumping along the route. 
Once they have reached the finish line, 
participants will be invited to celebrate 
at the racy EXPOsed Mterparty with 
fellow teammates and friends for a night 
of indulgence and fun. The Underwear 
Affair is a chance for people to take 
charge and get active in the fight against 
cancers below the waist!" 
Participants raise at least $300 each 
as individuals or on a team through pub 
nights, bbq's and sponsored events at 
event." 
the future. We 
are extremely 
grateful to the 
community as 
a whole for the 
overwhelming 
support we've 
received in our 
fifth year of this 
Douglas College graduate Ally 
Sheane said "In the past this run has been 
about running and partying because it 
was fun to get involved." But this year 
she said, "I'm running for someone who 
inspires me." 
Although it's too late to register 
for this year's event, it is worth corning 
down and checking it out. If you're 
interested, you can register on site for 
next year's event. 
Saturday July 9th 
Where: Seaforth Armoury, Burrard 
Street at West 1st Ave. 
Race Starts: 6:00pm with the walk 
starting immediately after 
www .uncoverthecure .org 
Canadians, the union of postal workers 
and their supporters claim that they "went 
out of their ways to ensure the least 
disruption to the Canadian public." One 
of the main issues that the union of postal 
workers had was that the wage settlements 
that the federal government had agreed 
to were lower than the previous offer that 
the Canada Post had proposed earlier in 
the month. The union of postal workers 
were opposed to the bill, as many claim 
that it undermines the worker's rights to 
collective bargaining. Once the back-to-
work bill was introduced in the House 
of Commons, the NDP had promised 
to put the debate at ease for as long as 
possible, which would give Canada Post's 
managers and workers the opportunity to 
discuss their own rights. Many hours into 
the debate however, union members said 
that no agreement would be reached. 
With the disappointment of no 
is 
STUDENT 
NIGHT! 
THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY 
agreement, the union asked the NDP to 
propose an increase in pay that is higher 
than the outlined bill. Nonetheless, the 
Conservative majority of the House of 
Commons defeated the bill along with 
the other changes that the union of postal 
workers hoped for. 
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The Black Keys shine their 'Everlasting 
Light' on cloudy Deer Lake Park 
By Sharon Mlkl 
Y ou'd think that rain at alate-June outdoor concert might lead fans towards a serious case 
of the Mondays, but The Black Keys' 
stunning-albeit short-set at Burnaby's 
Deer Lake Park on June 27 left fans so 
soaked in musical afterglow that they 
welcomed a stormy night's showers. 
The Black Keys are an American blues-
rock duo comprised of Dan Auerback 
on vocals and guitar and Patrick Carney 
on drums. Though the group has been 
together for a decade, they have recently 
risen to popular fandom as several of their 
songs have been featured in commercial 
and theatrical soundtracks, as well as due 
to the critical acclaim of their 2010 album 
Brothers. 
Riding this wave of popularity, The 
Black Keys played an 18-song mix of 
old and new material to a sold-out crowd 
at the Deer Lake show-which kicked 
off the band's Canadian tour. Standout 
performances included Carney's hypnotic 
beats in the early hit 'Girl is on My 
Mind' and a crowd-pleasing rendition 
of 'How lin' For You' from Brothers. 
Mid-set, the duo was joined by a bassist 
and keyboardist to amp up tracks like 
'Everlasting Light' to catastrophically 
rocking levels. 
The lone disappointment with the 
show came early, with the short but 
certainly not sweet opening act Cage the 
Elephant. The band, particularly lead 
vocalist Matthew Shultz, seemed off 
their game from the start and seemed to 
become increasingly off-kilter as the set 
wore on. While fans in the crowd seemed 
to appreciate the band's rendition of 
'Shake Me Down,' Cage the Elephant's 
performance appeared to rate somewhere 
between forgettable and terrible. 
Thankfully, Cage the Elephant's 
subpar opening was not ho-hum enough 
to distil the thrill of The Black Keys' 
performance. By blasting out solid, 
precisely audacious notes,Auerback, 
Carney and friends proved themselves 
to be true musicians and performers-
sending the hordes of concertgoers home 
chilled, yet satisfied. 
Psst, look over here! 
Greetings, I'd like to speak with you for a moment, if I may. You see, we at The Other Press 
were in Japan recently, battling Godzilla, 
modeling for Sake ads, the usual. We just 
flew in, and boy, are our arms tired! So 
tired that we could use a little help. That's 
where you come in! Your mission, should 
you choose to accept it, will require you 
to tell us what you think about any of the 
following: 
Concert Review: Katy Perry -July 19 @ 
Rogers Arena 
Album Review: Time of My Life (3 
Doors Down)- Out July 19* 
Album Review: Join Us (They Might Be 
Giants)- Out July 19* 
Game Review: Bastion - Out July 20* 
Concert Review: TV On the Radio-
July 20 @ Commodore Ballroom 
Film Review: Captain America: The 
First Avenger- Opening July 22* 
Film Review: Friends with Benefits -
Opening July 22* 
Game Review: Catherine- Out July 26 
(Keep it clean!)* 
Indicates the article should 
contain a rating out of five 
"So why me," you're probably 
asking yourself. Well sir or madam, 
mostly because you're smart, sexy, and 
already overqualified for the job. How? 
You made it to college, didn't you? With 
that said, here's what we expect out of 
those devilishly soft hands of yours: 
Opinionated reviews on any of 
the above (Did you like it? Did 
you hate it?) 
A brief and creative title and 
sub header 
Within 300-600 words 
Times New Roman in a size 
10font 
No indents; we do that for you 
(because we love you) 
No pressure; we're a student-
run paper, it's chill, bro 
Be sure to send your article(s) or 
any questions to arts@tbeotherpress. 
ca; articles should be sent in by 3:00pm 
on July 29 at the latest. Most importantly, 
don't fear the mission, it won't bite you. 
If you can spell your name, you can write 
an article. 
Where I try to solve all the worlds' problems 
'Try' being the operative word in this global management sim 
By Marc Thompson 
I n Red Redemption's Fate of the World, you play the head of the newly established Global Environmental 
Organization (GEO). The GEO is created 
after a series of environmental disasters 
forced the world to admit that global 
warming is very real. The GEO must 
employ its extremely limited resources 
across the globe to solve all the worlds' 
major problems ... good luck with that. 
Fate of the .World is a slow-paced, 
tum-based strategy game. The world 
is divided into numerous regions, each 
of which has different conditions and 
predicts growth paths based on in-
depth research conducted by an Oxford 
University research group. You hire 
agents in each region, and then each agent 
can implement a policy card to affect their 
region. When you are finished, you end 
the turn and advance five years. 
The interface is simple, but the 
game is hard. Fate of the World isn't 
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some na1ve Aesop about how pollution 
is bad. Economic collapse will wreck the 
world just as surely as climate change, 
sometimes even triggering a global-
thermonuclear war. Regions will leave 
the GEO, kicking your agents out and 
denying you vital tax revenue if you don't 
tend to their needs. 
Each region has its own problems, 
each problem has different solutions, and 
each solution has different unexpected 
consequences. In one game, I promoted 
bio-fuels in North America, which 
helped deal with an energy crisis, but 
caused famine in India due to rising food 
prices. I subsidized agriculture in South 
America to help fix it, but then watched 
as emissions skyrocketed out of control 
as farmers burned the Amazon rainforest. 
I tried to push agriculture in India, but 
that failed because there were too many 
sick, starving people to actually run 
the economy. At this point, I realize I 
could either feed them or save the rest 
of the world. The death total was in the 
hundreds of millions. 
The game is grim, but 
not totally hopeless. You 
can save the world if you 
make the right choices. It's 
just that there are no simple 
solutions that fix everything 
for every region. Victory can 
only be achieved through 
a variety of solutions 
implemented in the right 
place at the right time. Of course, it can 
take a lot of trial and error to get there, 
as well as a couple billion deaths if you 
aren't careful. 
This isn't a game that will appeal 
to everyone. If you don't like really 
challenging, slow-paced games, you 
aren't going to enjoy this. The game isn't 
without its share of flaws either. The 
graphics are sub-par, and I experienced 
crashes on my laptop. The learning 
curve is rather sharp as well, as a lot of 
functions aren't explained very well, 
requiring exploration and study to get the 
most out of the game. 
Still, the game's flaws are largely 
outweighed by its merits. If you like 
tum-based strategy games, then this is a 
great change of pace from the war games 
that dominate the genre. It's deep, well 
researched, and the challenge gives it 
good replay ability. This is a thoughtful, 
creative and educational game well worth 
$10 (or whatever they charge during the 
next Steam sale). 
3.5/5 
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I left the theatre with an imaginary friend 
Metro Theatre presents 'Harvey' 
By Julia Sledlanowska 
T he first thing you need to understand when you enter the world of the Metro Theatre is 
that it operates on a non-professional 
level. This is what I kept telling myself 
while watching, or rather-listening to, 
Veta Louise Simmons (played by Susan 
Cox). With her warbling voice and upper 
lip jutting out in a pose of constant 
complaint, I felt as if the overacting was 
giving me an ulcer. I must say however, 
that by the end of the show I was 
surprised at how the entire cast of Harvey 
redeemed itself. 
Written by Mary Chase in the forties, 
the story is of Elwood P. Dowd (played 
by Trent Glukler) and his supposedly 
imaginary friend Harvey, who just so 
happens to be a six-foot tall rabbit. 
Elwood, to the dismay of sister Veta, 
brings Harvey everywhere, and introduces 
him to everyone. Harvey and Elwood 
have friends in every bar in town, where 
Elwood loves to squander his mothers' 
inheritance. Veta, finally having enough of 
Elwood's "embarrassments," (and having 
none of their mothers' money) decides 
to commit him into a mental institution. 
A comedy of errors ensues after Dr. 
Sanderson (Josh Zumstien) commits Veta, 
instead of her brother, who appears to be a 
very polite and eloquent man. 
After all is resolved, and everyone 
is finally convinced that it is Elwood 
who is mentally unstable, they can 
finally administer the cure to his insanity. 
Elwood is to have an injection that will 
make him a normal human being- "and 
we all know what bastards they are," says 
Clanging, oozing, and cooing 
The Jazz Festival strikes Vancouver again 
By Julia Siedlanowska 
I n the lobby of the Pacific Rim hotel-admittedly in what my friend humorously described as the 
"peasant" seating-a marble block outside 
of the assigned bar, we listened to the 
sultry sounds of the Alita Dupray Quartet. 
In a bar, in a hotel lobby, in a park, or a 
pub , the Vancouver International Jazz 
Festival has generated a legacy as an 
accessible music celebration. With many 
of the concerts being free , this event 
encourages more than just connoisseurs to 
explore the current local and international 
Jazz scene. 
Founded by the Pacific Jazz and 
Blues association, the festival has grown 
into one of the most recognizable and 
memorable celebrations throughout 
Vancouver. With a mandate to increase 
"the appreciation of music, strengthen 
the local arts community, and work to 
celebrate and animate the cityscape," 
the festival successfully manages this 
on a large scale. Each year the festival 
fills every cozy nook and cranny of 
Vancouver with classical, fun, and 
experimental jazz. In the case of some, 
perhaps too experimental. My sister 
recalls drinking at a pub in Gastown 
during the festival a few years ago and 
listening to something in the liking of 
Miles Davis. Admitting that she perhaps 
simply "didn't understand" this type of 
music, she and a few of her companions 
proceeded to blow into their empty bottles 
to contribute to the ambiance. Needles 
to say, after a few looks from some more 
serious jazz aficionados, they stopped. 
For those who like to stick to their Ella 
Fitzgerald or Irving Berlin compositions, 
the jazz festival offers quartets with subtly 
powerful vocalists like Alita Dupray. 
· The selection of World music is one 
of the most exciting components of the 
ten day festival. With artists like those 
of the Western Saharan group Doueh, 
audiences can listen to an exciting mix 
of traditional Saharawi music and Jimi 
Hendrix. More ethnic mixes included 
Portuguese singer Ana Moura, who has 
brought the traditional fado style of her 
country into the modern day. Some of the 
most accessible shows at the Vancouver 
International Jazz Festival are the free 
Latin groove performances at David Lam 
Park in Yaletown. A family friendly event, 
people of all ages sat, stood, and danced 
to the beats of bands like Wil Campa y Su 
Grand Union. 
Offering something for everyone, the 
VIJF provides a fun time full of quality 
music. I appreciate the exposure, and 
the encouragement it gives for arts in 
Vancouver and around the world. With 
arts funding dwindling, it's a pleasure to 
attend such a functional festival with so 
many patrons. 
a cab driver (who also notes that after 
patients have the injection they never chat 
and always give poor tips.) In the end, 
Veta decides she would rather have to 
live with Harvey than have her kind and 
loving brother any different. 
Thinking back, I realize that this play 
would have quickly turned tragic if the 
injection had actually been administered. 
But it isn't, and we can leave the theatre 
feeling relieved and happy. The point 
is made however, when we realize how 
much we want people to conform to our 
grumpy realities. But why not have an 
imaginary friend if it brightens our day? 
This production completely complements 
the theme of the play. The actor playing 
Judge Omar Gaffney (Kevin Sloan) is 
hilariously terrible in the most charming 
way, delivering his lines directly to 
the audience, desperately in search 
of a laugh. The hammy acting is all a 
part of the charm. Just like Elwood's 
sister, I start off wanting to have the 
actors conform to a less cheesy style 
of acting, and end up hoping that the 
injection won't be administered. In thl: 
end, I believe everyone left believing in 
Harvey-or at least wanting to. Glukler 
won us all over as Elwood, even inviting 
Harvey (invisible to our eyes) to bow 
in the curtain call-well deserved, 
because Harvey may have been the most 
believable character of them all. 
Who: Metro Theatre 
What: Harvey by Mary Chase 
When: June 18- July 16 
Where: 1370 SW Marine Dr. Vancouver 
Why: Because it's heart-warming! 
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Noire style, no substance 
'L.A. Noire' is a decent movie, but a lousy game 
By Marc Thompson 
LA. Noire tells the story of Cole Phelps, 
a retired marine officer, now serving as a 
police detective in the city of Los Angeles 
during the late 40's. You investigate 
crimes, interrogate witnesses and watch 
as Cole moves up in the ranks until he 
uncovers a massive conspiracy. While 
LA. Noire is based on Rockstar Games' 
Grand Theft Auto engine, this is no 
sandbox. You are expected to keep to a 
fairly linear path to crime scenes, and 
it goes without saying that you don't 
get points for running or gunning down 
civilians. You investigate crimes, carefully 
examining each scene for clues and 
questioning witnesses and suspects. A 
selling point was the facial capture system 
that captures an incredible range of facial 
expressions, allowing you to figure out 
whether someone is lying or not when you 
interrogate them. 
The graphics are fantastic, and 
I'm sure that the capture technology 
will be used again in other upcoming 
products. The setting and style of LA. 
is exceptional, with Rockstar's usual 
incredible attention to detail. The 
acting is topnotch, without a single bad 
performance, even bit parts. The game 
also has a nice soundtrack filled with both 
period music and a few mood appropriate 
themes. They got the style and tone just 
right, and the writing of dialogue and in 
individual cases is quite good. 
The problem is, while it's very 
pretty, there's damn little game here-it's 
more of an interactive movie with the 
game play added as an afterthought. 
Investigation doesn't really get your brain 
working-you don't make any amazing 
deductions requiring logic or insight, 
you just look for clues at the scene and 
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then interrogate subjects. There are a 
ton of games from Telltale software that 
do the adventure game far better than 
implemented here. The actual action 
in LA. Noire (gunfights, car and foot 
chases) aren't anything you haven't seen 
before in any other GTA game. In fact, 
if you've played any sandbox driver/ 
shooter, you've probably found them 
ridiculously easy. Once you've finished 
the game, you'll want to return this. 
There's just not enough fun here for 
me to ever want to drive the streets of 
LA.-no T.V. programs nor mini-games, 
no mob wars going on, no challenges nor 
stunts, no reason to explore. It feels like a 
massive step backwards from Red Dead 
Redemption (2010) and GTA IV (2008). 
LA. Noire might have still been 
worth it if the interactive movie was good 
enough to drop my jaw, butit really isn't. 
I just don't care about the protagonist; 
Phelps is the straight man, and that 
doesn't really work when most of your 
partners are also straight-men. This wasn't 
helped by the little glimpses of other plots 
and flashbacks, which seemed to be telling 
a much more interesting story than the one 
I was in. 
Despite its amazing graphics, I can't 
really recommend LA. Noire.lt has 
absolutely no replay value once you finish 
the main story. The best parts play more 
like a movie, and it isn't one gripping 
enough to justify the sixty dollar price. 
tag. Borrow, rent, or wait till it hits half 
price in the used bin. Use that money on 
some classic Noire movies or maybe buy 
some independent adventure games from 
Telltale. 
2.5/5 
Rand J please exeunt forever .... 
Romeo and Juliet at the Pacific Theatre 
By Julia Siedlanowska 
I had high hopes for up and coming director Evan Frayne's ''The Verona Project"-yet another modem 
adaptation of Shakespeare's Romeo and 
Juliet. I wanted so badly to be won over 
by innovative lighting and set design, 
fresh costuming, stimulating sounds and 
ingenious staging ... but wasn't. I was 
sorry to say there were no surprises in 
Stone's Throw Productions version of R 
and J. Especially when we have director 
Stephen Drover's "DenmarK", a modem 
adaptation of Hamlet, that graced Douglas 
College's Studio Theatre last fall to . 
compare it to. 
Speaking with Maryanne Renzetti 
(who played the nurse).about the 
director's vision, and what she will take 
away from the show, she said, "Even 
though a story may be well-known, that 
doesn't mean that it isn't still relevant and 
accessible." Of course, the goal of good 
story telling is always to make something 
relatable. And of course, when I was a 
fourteen year old girl I was naive (and 
maybe still am), but I could never relate to 
the complete idiocy of Juliet. 
I could never relate to the complete 
selfish and moronic decisions that our 
two lust driven heroes made. So I do give 
big props toAslam Husain (Romeo) and 
Susan Coodin (Juliet) for doing a great job 
getting into those roles that Shakespeare 
so wonderfully set up for us. Coodin 
seemed especially emotionally connected 
to her role throughout most of the show. 
Mack Gordon (Mercurio) also did a great 
job of bringing his role into present day. 
Coming out on stage with plastic rings 
from a six pack worn as a bracelet, his 
character was just like any young goof we 
may know in life. 
Other than the love scene of Romeo 
and Juliet's first nighttogether, which 
I remember as being fairly believable 
and ambient, the set, lighting, and sound 
didn't add very much to the mood of the 
show. I'm scared to mention the fight 
scenes, which were lame to say the least. 
They weren't convincing enough for me 
not to need fake blood on stage (though 
it's doubtful that would have saved them). 
In the end, there were too many breathing 
dead bodies after too many unconvincing 
deaths to let me suspend my disbelief and 
enter into the tragedy of it all. Adding a 
few contemporary curse words wasn't 
enough to make me relate to the conflicts 
either. 
I found out later that the actors were 
in change of costuming themselves, 
which ended up looking un-cohesive 
and outdated (perhaps this is the way the 
world actually looks). 
It being Evan Frayne's last piece 
as an apprentice director at The Pacific 
Theatre, his bittersweet speech before 
the show was touching. Renzetti said "I 
think mostly I'll take away this experience 
of working with this fantastic group of 
people and being a part of something 
very special." With actors enjoying the 
experience and Frayne being so obviously 
passionate, it shows that he is capable of 
getting people to see his vision. I hope 
for the director to take time to innovate, 
brainstorm, and most of all take risks. The 
story came across, but I don't want to see 
it again until I can sit through it without 
squirming and thinking, 'Just die already!' 
.I 
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Stay summer safe, and I am not referring to sun-screen! 
How to be style savvy when it comes to protecting your belongings. 
By Stephanie Trembath, 
Life and Style Editor 
T he best time of year to get away and explore the world is of course during the summer when school is out and vacations are at large. Maybe you opt 
to backpack across Europe; sightseeing in Paris having a 
picnic lunch under the Eiffel tower, or maybe you decide 
to be whisked away for a long weekend to in Penticton 
during Peach Fest; packing nothing but a few t-shirts 
and shorts to toss on after a day spent at the canal . Or 
you may be like me; planning nothing, going nowhere, 
working all summer and planning Christmas vacations in 
your head. I choose to be baked under the Vancouver sun 
(when it decides to grace us with its presence that is). 
Regardless of your summer plans, it is important to 
• dress appropriately-especially when it comes to 
protecting your belongings. This article was inspired by 
a friend's trip to Europe, where she was unfortunately 
pick-pocketed of all her belongings; however, it doesn't 
take travelling across the world to get robbed. With all 
the summer festivals, out-door events and activities, 
excitement of getting away, and unknowns of travelling 
abroad, (especially if you toss a few alcoholic beverages 
in the mixture), it is easy to become a target for thieves, 
which is why it is important to wear the proper gear to 
protect your belongings. 
It doesn't matter if you are on across the world on 
vacation, or merely enjoying one of Vancouver's outdoor 
festivals; under the sun having a good time it is easy to 
lose yourself in the excitement of the moment, which 
Summer Street Festivals: 
Check out Vancouver's festivals this July to flaunt your street style! 
By Stephanie Trembath, 
Life and Style Editor 
Hopefully the sun will decide to make its grand entrance into Vancouver, bringing an overdue 
(and much awaited) heat wave along with 
the stylish (and scanty) clothing styles 
everyone has been hiding in their closets. 
Regardless of the rain, the Vancouver 
Jazz Festival came to a close this past 
weekend, but there are still tons of 
outdoor festivals and events in Vancouver 
coming up in July to enjoy in the sun and 
show-off your summer street style. 
Summer Live in Stanley Park; to celebrate 
Vancouver's 125'h anniversary, a three 
day festival will be held in Stanley Park 
Ftiday July 8 till Sunday July lOwith live 
music and entertainment, sporting events, 
and venues showcasing local artwork 
and designs . Performing artists include: 
Mother Mother, Daniel Wesley, The 
New Pornographers, and the Vancouver 
Symphony Orchestra. Cost: Free! 
Caribbean Festival: hosted at Waterfront 
Park Vancouver, on July 23, Vancouver's 
Caribbean Festival is jam packed 
with tons of things to do all day long. 
Featuring a city parade, a boat cruise 
(which unfortunately is not free), street 
vendors selling jewellery, clothes, and 
other fashion items, and a Caribbean 
buffets offering Roti, flying fish, Jamaican 
patties, and other tasty tropical treats 
from 10am-7pm. Once the street festival 
comes- to a close at 7pm, the music starts 
at Lonsdale Quay where there will be 
live bands and DJ's playing Reggae and 
Calypso rhythms to wrap up the festival! 
Cost: Free! 
Folk Music Festival: held at Jericho 
beach, Vancouver 's 34'h annual folk music 
festival is the best place to enjoy music 
on the beach while roasting hotdogs on 
the barbeque over a weekend with friends, 
showcasing performers from all over the 
world. The festival runs Friday July 15 
till Sunday July 17, with day pass tickets 
starting at $40. 
Celebration of Light: yes, it is that time of 
year when millions flock to English bay 
to watch the HBC Celebration of Light, 
featuring competitors Spain, China and 
Canada, on July 30,August 3, and August 
6. Best way to get prime seats; make a 
day out of it with a cooler of booze and 
treats, blanket, and bevy of friends while 
you wait for the celebration to kick off at 
lOpm! 
makes it easier for thieves to plunder your purse. An easy 
way to save yourself the trouble of cancelling credit cards 
and replenishing your wallet; buy a fanny-pack! Yup I 
said it, so go into your mother's closet and find her outfits 
from the 80's because the pack is back! No seriously, 
don't do that; many retailers have come oqt with more 
style savvy designs to save your belongings, and your 
street style! 
Lululemon Athletica has re-designed the fanny pack, 
coming out with a sporty version in black, white, and 
purple. Urban Outfitters carries a wide variety of small 
fanny packs; designs by Deena and Ozzy showcase small 
black waist-packs that are stylish and small enough to 
tuck under your shirt if you like, while Ecote designs 
incorporate the fanny pack into a belt with prices as 
low as $29! Canada's own Matt and Nat canvas fanny 
packs are a little bit pricier, starting at $69, but come in a 
variety of colors and are small and thin to be worn over 
or under clothes. 
They may not be the most fashionable accessory to be 
sporting this summer, but fanny packs are the best way 
to keep your money and ID close to your body. While 
side-bag purses and clutches may seem like the surest 
way to keep your belongings close to you, purses are 
still able to be opened or taken without anyone noticing 
by professional thieves. Just think; you can enjoy your 
beverages and saunter down the street (no matter what 
country or city you're in) without having to worry about 
carrying or protecting anything as it will be strapped 
around your waist. Happy travelling! 
ltfe and st'fle 
.Onllne sho??;n:J S?ree: 
Black Milk Clothing and edgy leggings 
By Stephanie Trembath, 
Life and Style Editor 
T here are many reasons not to shop online; you cannot try on the clothing, you may not know the 
sizes, quality of material, shipping costs, 
etc. I had a disappointing experience last 
summer when I ordered three Victoria's 
Secret swimsuits online; each piece was 
down to $6.99, and all I had to do was 
select my style, size, and color. Needless 
to say, the sizes were way off, nothing fit 
properly, and the colors I selected were 
not right. The worst part; shipping the 
swimsuits back wound up costing more 
than I paid for the six $6.99 pieces, so my 
purchases would have cost me double just 
to get the right sizes and colors. Needless 
to say, I gave the swimsuits to various 
friends who fit the pieces I bought, and 
loved the lime green and salmon pink 
color selection (I chose purple and a 
darker green, just for the record). 
Despite my disastrous experience 
with VS, I have not stopped shopping 
online as I truly believe that the benefits of 
ordering clothes via the internet outweigh 
the negative factors . For one, you can 
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shop from the comfort of your home (or 
in-between classes) without the hassle 
of elbowing competition out of the way 
in the store . Two, there is no need to try 
anything on, so you don't have to worry 
about staring at your pale naked self in a 
tiny cubicle while sales attendants bang 
on the door asking if you need any help. 
And three, most importantly, you will 
not be wearing the same outfit or articles 
as anyone you may run into. Yes, online 
shopping is risky as you don't know your 
proper size or what the clothes look like 
on, but in my past experiences using a 
size chart has never guided me wrong, and 
some companies offer free shipping on all 
returns (just make sure to check that one 
out before you purchase!). 
Black Milk Clothing is my latest 
online fashion find; I have already ordered 
two pairs of the shapely leggings designed 
by James Lillis, Australian fashion 
designer and edgy fashion ·advocate. 
Lillis kick started his career in fashion 
designing graphic T-shirts in Brisbane, 
Australia. In 2009, Lillis decided to 
expand his designer outlet by teaching 
himself to sew and design women's tights, 
just not the usual cotton fabric tights 
you see in department stores such as 
American Apparel or Arizia. 
Lillis's leggings have been called 
everything from punk glam, to gothic 
cult, and are universally known as some 
of the more enticing designer leggings 
thanks to his edgy and eclectic designs. 
Each pair of leggings is hand sewn to 
seamlessly fit the female figure; tighter 
around the ankle and smooth across the 
hips . Ranging in price from $60- $200, 
Lillis's tights are guaranteed to get you 
noticed when you wear them thanks 
to the stretch latex material, and funky 
patterns featured on every pair. If you 
are looking for leggings that are more 
versatile and demure, this is not the place 
to shop; Black Milk clothing is as out-
there and funky liS leggings come, and 
look great when paired with a simple 
black t-shirt or solid coloured crop top. 
My two recent purchases were the 
galaxy leggings (because of the crazy 
pattern), and the black wet look (because 
black leggings look good with just about 
anything). To find out more about Black 
Milk Clothing check out http://shop. 
blackmilkclothing.com. And if some of 
the prices don't necessarily work within 
your budget, keep an eye out for the 
weekend sales on select leggings! 
Try our New 
Grab N Go Deli tor Lunchl 
liSCIIII Clllll bt Ctmlllll~ whlllll taer tfttrs. 
Cut Out This Ad for 
10% Oli'li'f 
By Angela Espinoza 
An hour before the audience of Rogers Arena enters a time machine; a man takes a seat beside me. He is with his son, and this is the 
first concert either of them has attended in seventeen 
years. Two hours before, most of the concertgoers so 
far are families. Eager parents dressed in tour shirts 
from generations past grin stupidly while their teenage 
boys stand idly by looking confused. Three years 
before, my slow and steady father races downtown like 
a maniac, as I'm sure he did the other six or so times 
he saw Rush. I sit in the back seat whining about how 
I could be home doing nothing. Later that evening, 
my father, donning a shirt with the album cover for 
Moving Pictures, turns to me and asks, "Wasn't that 
great?" Fifteen hours ago, I'm jumping and screaming 
like this is the last show on Earth. Mter the first set, 
Rush will perform the entire Moving Pictures album. 
In the early 70s, at the age of eight, my father 
immigrated to Canada with his family,just as military 
dictatorship was taking over Chile. Upon settling 
in British Columbia, he discovered a freedom and 
education he would have never found back home (at 
the time). While there's still a place in his heart for 
Chile, he's never stopped insisting that Canada is the 
greatest country in the world. But behind his more 
political and sophisticated reasons for loving Canada, 
part of this love has been fuelled simply by the fact 
that he is a Rush fan boy. Over the years, I've come to 
the conclusion that both my father and Rush embody 
everything it means to love music, to love freedom, 
and best of all, to be Canadian. 
On the night of July 31, all those in Rogers 
Arena were presented with probably the best lead-in 
to Canada Day anyone could ask for. In classic Rush 
fashion, the show opened with a skit filmed prior, 
where in an alternate dimension at 'Gershon's Haus of 
Sausage', three goofy looking teenagers form the polka 
band 'Rash' while the actual members of Rush portray 
a stereotypical Jewish waiter (Geddy Lee), 'Officer 
O'Malley' (Neil Peart), and an overweight, German 
inventor (Alex Lifeson). Mter the inventor foolishly 
presses a giant red button, Lee, Peart and Lifeson are 
all tossed through various dimensions in time before 
landing in 1980, appearing on stage to perform 'Spirit 
of the Radio'. 
The first half of the performance was fairly calm, 
not to say the boys weren't giving it their all the entire 
time. For each song in the set, an onscreen counter 
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Rush celebrates Canada 
Day with Vancouver 
would bring us to a different year in Rush's 
career. In 1993 they're performing 'Stick 
It Out' while the angst-ridden music video 
plays behind them on screen. In 2007 
they're playing 'Workin' Them Angels' 
and 'Faithless' on their Snakes and Arrows 
Tour. In 1980, Lee insists we should choose 
a path that's clear, and several thousand 
people throw their arms up and cry that 
they will choose freewill. 
After a brief intennission, the 
show started up once again with another 
pre-recorded skit. Rash are now Rush, 
perfonning in a completely white room. 
'Ray Daniels' (Lifeson) presses the 
red button again, repeatedly changing 
the teenaged group into small children 
and back. Suddenly an English music 
video director (Lee) yells cut, and his 
moustachioed cameraman Percy (Peart) 
stops filming. Three beautiful blondes 
"moving pitchers" of beer walk by and one 
presses the button again out of curiosity. 
This turns 'Rush' into, amongst other 
things, babies, each other (i.e. Peart in 
Lifeson's place), wizards, and monkeys. 
After the blondes spoil the shot, the director 
quits and Daniels takes over,leading into 
the band perfonning 'Tom Sawyer'. 
This time, each song was accompanied 
by strange onscreen animations. Each 
cartoon was themed according to the 
song. For instance, 'The Camera Eye' 
featured little paper people taking pictures 
of the audience, while a lens behind them 
suddenly became an eye that transforms 
the people into a lamp, a corncob, and a 
monkey. Another for 'Witch Hunt' opened 
with a cloaked figure sulking around a 
forest. Eventually a man jumps out at him, 
carrying a torch, and as he closed in on the 
witch, flames shot up from the stage. 
Multicoloured lights, film footage, 
and occasional lasers were coordinated 
with every song. However, once it got to 
the end of the Moving Pictures set with 
'Vital Signs', something odd happened. 
A giant mechanical lightest that hung 
over the group during the night suddenly 
started moving around rapidly. As it 
twirled, it stretched out its eight rainbow-lit 
appendages, folding them up and stretching 
them back out as it continued to spin; all 
while the lights flashed. 
From there, the next six songs had set 
designs that featured colours melting into 
each other, both in the form of animation 
and light. 'Caravan' had an epic animated 
tale of another paper man traveling the 
world while fire spurted from the stage 
again. Peart's seven-minute drum solo 
was at first an ode to his pure Godliness, 
with multiple camera angles capturing his 
intense drumming. As the music turned 
from rock to swing though, the images 
of Peart were replaced with a CGI robot 
that was part drum, part drummer, and we 
watched in awe as it attempted to keep up 
with Peart. The solo was then followed by 
probably the one song everyone had been 
waiting for: 'Closer to the Heart'. Rumours 
continue to circulate the fan base as to 
why the group refused to perform the song 
for several years. Personally, I think it's 
either because they felt playing it too often 
would drain the song of its meaning, or that 
perhaps Peart found it really boring to play. 
Whatever the reason, the audience was just 
honoured they got to sing along with it live. 
The night ended with a two-song 
encore. First, the mind-melting ten-minute 
instrumental 'La Villa Strangiato', and 
finally, going back in time once more to 
1974, we saw the debut of Rush's first 
album, represented solely by the song 
'Working Man' . To close things off, we 
were treated to once last skit, starring Paul 
Rudd and Jason Segel reprising their roles 
from I Love You, Man (2009). The two fake 
backstage passes to hang out with Rush 
after the concert. At first aggravated by the 
two annoying fan boys, the group kicks 
them out. Rudd and Segel are hurt, until 
Lee comes out to give Rudd a very cool 
birthday present from the band. The moral 
of the story is that Lee, Peart and Lifeson 
are the greatest. 
By the time I arrived home that night, 
it was officially July 1. Stumbling back to 
2011 in my Time Machine Tour shirt and 
Peart-inspired bandana, I knew the first 
thing I had to do was tell my father about 
the show. After a long and confusing night 
of not knowing whether I should dance or 
mosh, I wouldn't have wanted a simpler 
way to celebrate Canada Day. 
lnsunicient llunlds: 
Soleil's Vancouver Poetry Slam 
Friendly competition makes for a weekly tradition 
I 'm fascinated at how many different subcultures can exist in this city without even 
the faintest hint of them reaching 
the mainstream surface. It seems 
like every other week I am being 
freshly exposed to a different 
recurring event that I had never 
even heard of before, but in 
reality is already celebrating its 
fifth year anniversary. Compared 
to many, I'm no more than a 
newborn fawn when it comes to 
the poetry scene in Vancouver, 
but already I feel right at home 
and a great deal of credit for that 
goes to the Poetry Slam held 
every Monday night at Cafe 
Deux Solei!. 
I used to automatically 
associate poetry with images of 
sombre candle light and constant 
crying, but thankfully that's not 
the general case. Sure, expression 
is a huge component, but my 
favourite pieces are always the 
ones that bring a smile to my 
face and a chuckle to my throat. 
Luckily for me, there's a healthy 
amount of both found at the 
weekly Poetry Slam. Two of my 
favourite pieces were one about 
a squirrel who preferred to have 
interspecies relationships and 
a haiku about flight attendants 
performing oral sex (in English, 
then in French). 
Every evening is composed 
of twelve contestants competing 
in three rounds, with the number 
of performers and their allotted 
time diminishing with each 
round. The poets must perform 
original pieces and cannot 
include props or music, which 
means more emphasis is put on 
the deliverance and context as 
opposed to presentation. Since 
the judges for the evening are 
Jacey Gibb 
opinions editor 
simply people selected from 
the audience who are handed 
scoreboards, it removes a sense 
of formality and replaces it with 
a homey charm. Plus, when the 
prizes usually consist of old VHS 
movies, you know you're in the 
right kind of place. 
A problem I encountered 
the first few times since I've 
attended the Slam was the 
feeling of being overwhelmed. 
It seemed like everyone was 
already familiar with the majority 
of performers (turns out there are 
quite a few weekly regulars) and 
it seemed like everyone knew 
what to say and when to say it (a 
few examples would be it being 
acceptable to loudly boo when a 
judge delivers a low score or, if 
the poet gets deducted marks for 
going over the time limit, reciting 
in unison "You rat bastard! 
You're ruining it for everyone! 
But it was well worth it!") Upon 
first interpretation, the vi be 
comes off as cliquish but this is 
misleading, as it's merely signs 
of well established traditions. 
The audience is compromised 
of a healthy balance between 
regulars and rookies and once 
this realization sets in, it becomes 
easier to join the borderline 
obnoxious belittling of a judge 
who gave only a 6.7. 
The event starts at eight 
o'clock but I'd suggest getting 
there around seven if you want a 
good spot or if you want to sign 
up to sling some of your own 
signature zingers. 
Damage: $6-10 (sliding scale) 
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By Cody Klyne 
When I started at Douglas College I was a cliche. A trembling waif of a ,man. A sheep, who while 
preparing to join the herd, managed to 
lose his sense of direction and careen off 
the cliff that is self-doubt and uncertainty. 
I was a blank canvas waiting for my white 
knight Bob Ross to make something out 
of nothing and tell me that I was making 
the right choice. Happy little trees, right 
Bobby? Ham-fisted hipster metaphors 
aside, when the day was done and I'd 
successfully enrolled in my program 
of choice I eagerly inhaled the familiar 
warmth and unwarranted solace of a 
choice made. Then .. .I graduated. 
Looking at my diploma, hung with 
some arrogance on the wall in its value-
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priced frame, I can distinct! y recall 
experiencing feelings of loss, comparable 
to the loss of a much loved plant or less 
loved pet, this past April, with one key 
exception: it's been months now and I still 
feel at a loss. I've been unable to imitate 
or reclaim the incubation-like conditions 
provided by the title of 'student' over 
these last few years. This brings us to the 
crux of the anecdote and what is hopefully 
the one worthwhile take away burned in 
the sentiment: what is it about the allnre 
of expectation that makes it irresistible to 
otherwise logical people when, in reality, 
regardless how positive, negative, or in 
between the outcome, we're inevitably 
disappointed? 
News flash! Graduating from a 
college, university, or technical institute is 
not the golden ticket that we, as children 
of the MTV generation, have been led to 
believe. While it's a great step in the right 
direction, and at the very least can help 
to curtail being condemned to work the 
deep fryer or espresso machine for longer 
than necessary, how can we as 'educated' 
individuals truly believe that a piece of 
paper can guarantee a career, much less a 
job? The easy response when shit hits the 
fan is to try and pass the buck and push 
the responsibility of our investment (of 
time, money, and sanity) into the hands of 
those that advised us to take the plunge. 
Mom and Dad, friends and girlfriends, 
academic advisors, program websites, that 
guy at the bus stop with the straight teeth 
that you talk to every now and again; 
certainly, these are the responsible parties. 
Take responsibility. For those new to the 
idea, the best advice I have for you is this: 
do your research. Educate yourself on 
your education. Understand the reality of 
your chosen field. Talk to graduates, do 
informational interviews with potential 
employers, find out what the people 
in power are looking for and make 
adjustments (if you feel like conforming.) 
It should go without saying that the 
economy is still in a rough way. Jobs 
are limited and employers are looking to 
pay less for more. In most cases, dream 
jobs remain just that, dreams. As far as 
I'm concerned, no amount of proactivity 
is sufficient enough to prepare you for 
life after graduation. Keep your feet on 
the ground, your head out of the clouds, 
and make the most out of your time in a 
supportive learning environment while 
you have it. Don't regret the reality; regret 
the expectation and our willingness to 
allow ourselves to get wrapped up in the 
hype. 
The role of Canada Post in a postmodern world 
Will the postal service ever completely fade away? 
By Jacey Glbb 
T he day I went to mail a belated Father's Day card was a sad day indeed. I walked down the street 
to the Canada Post mailbox that I so 
frequently bloat with letters and postcards 
but instead of being greeted with a slot 
eagerly accepting envelopes, the box was 
sealed with a label informing me it was 
out of commission. I'm sure my dad has 
managed fine the last couple of weeks 
without my crude, crayon-drawn card, so 
the mail strike could probably be labelled 
as no more than a mere inconvenience 
right? 
Wrong.l've been racking my brain 
trying to find an appropriate public service 
parallel to use as an example for how the 
postal service shutting down affects our 
society. While it's not as significant as say 
the police force or firefighters going on 
strike, mail still plays an important role 
in day to day life. I remember back when 
the only mail that ever wore my name 
was a monthly bank statement reminding 
me that I still only had twelve dollars in 
my account, but since then I've become 
increasingly dependant on this particular 
service. I recently had to get a criminal 
record check, which had to be mailed to 
me, and I also had to order an official 
transcript from Douglas , which, you 
guessed it, was sent to me via the postal 
circuit. I suppose you could even label me 
old fashioned because I still pay all my 
bills with cheques as opposed to online 
and I'm also a snail mail enthusiast, 
sending letters out as fast as I can write 
them. The point is , I use Canada Post 
more than some people use deodorant. 
However, not as many people are 
as enthusiastic about the old stamp and 
send system as I am. Most of my friends 
aren't even familiar with how to send 
things in the mail and I guess this isn't 
that uncommon. I understand why email 
has taken over as the dominant means of 
long-distance communication: it's faster, 
free, chances are they're going to be at 
their computer or on their Blackberry 
anyways and things are less likely to get 
lost in cyberspace than when they're 
being handled by humans . Basically, 
welcome to the post-modem world of 
letter sending. But despite all these 
technologic creations and innovations, 
the postal service keeps on churning out 
goodies five times a week. 
Sure, mail may not be the prominent 
juggernaut in our daily routine that it once 
was, but I don' t think we're ready to say 
goodbye to our friendly neighbourhood 
mailmen just quite yet. It is unfortunate 
the strike had to end by legislation as 
opposed to good old fashioned diplomatic 
reasoning, but in my mind this just goes to 
show that even the government recognizes 
what a necessary service it still is. Though 
I enjoyed not having the pressure of 
checking for the mail daily, I missed the 
nail-biting suspense game of thinking 
about whether there was something 
waiting in my mail slot a lot more. 
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A curmudgeon at the end of the rainbow 
By Angela Espinoza 
W e should always be proud of ourselves; if you can truly love the person you are, anybody 
can. Even if you don't though, taking a 
moment everyday to remind yourself of 
your awesomeness will do wonders over 
time. However, as we all have birthdays, 
we are allowed to get a little cocky and 
celebrate this awesomeness. Case in point, 
the multiple Gay Pride events held across 
Canada throughout July. 
one's city,let alone the country they live 
in, when the mayor snubs not only the 
opening ceremony, but virtually every 
event held in honour of an entire group of 
people? 
As many have probably heard by 
now, Mayor Rob Ford chose to vacation 
with his family for most of the festivities. 
For the opening flag ceremony, Ford 
sent Councillor Frances Nunziata to 
speak in his place, eliciting boos from 
the audience. In the days since, Ford 
shamed the gay community further by, 
according to CBC, stating that before he 
could attend any Pride events, he'd have 
to check his schedule. The only 'official' 
message Ford sent out to the community 
was wishing them a happy Pride week via 
Twitter. 
While Canada's official Pride 
month is June, July seems to have all 
the best parties. Toronto is usually the 
kick-starter, with this year's Toronto 
Pride Week taking place from June 24 
-July 3. Of course, such a wonderful 
event will always have, to put it nicely, 
party-poopers trying to spoil the fun. So 
what kind of a message does it send to 
Perhaps Ford never got the memo, 
but Toronto's gay community is massive. 
The Toronto Pride Parade is arguably the 
As bought by Jacey: Emery Cat Board 
'As seen on TV' product evaluations 
By Jacey Gibb 
S ometimes having crappy furniture can be a good thing. I'm slow to react if I spill 
something on my matador carpet, 
accidentally knocking shisha coals 
onto the table doesn't bother me 
as much as it probably should and 
I fail to get worked up whenever I 
notice a new stain materialize on 
my couch. This apathy towards 
my Value Village purchased living 
room set comes in handy though 
because a couple months ago we 
got an adorable kitten by the name 
of Ciabatta Lebowski. And as all 
adorable kittens love to do, Ciabatta 
loves to wreck everything. 
It's as if every surface has 
flashing lights and a sign in cat 
dialect that reads "Claw me until you 
can claw no more. Then claw some 
more!" Though there's nothing that 
my little kitten shredder can do to 
my thirty dollar couch that would 
elicit any kind of reaction from me, I 
decided to give the Emery Cat Board 
a try, if not for the sofa's sake, then 
for the sake of lazing it up and not 
having to cut her nails anymore . 
So far with all of these 'As 
seen on TV ' items , only the Snuggie 
has been able to live up to the 
established hype, and the Emery 
Cat Board does nothing to change 
this. Let me explain how the Board 
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is supposed to work: you sprinkle 
cat nip underneath the cardboard 
honey comb insert and then the cat 
is supposed to smell what's lurking 
beneath before proceeding to try and 
claw their way to the hidden treasure 
at the bottom. 
Unfortunately, aside from some 
curious sniffing when I presented her 
with the miracle product and the very 
rare clawing, Ciabatta has managed 
to completely avoid the Board. This 
means one of two things: 1) my 
kitten is the only feline in existence 
that doesn't go ape shit for cat nip 
or 2) The Emery Cat Board is just 
another notch on my overhyped 
product bed post. After two weeks 
of continued furniture scratching, I 
decided to take the cat nip out of the 
Board and give it to Ciabatta directly. 
Let's just say that the results led me 
to believe that conclusion two is the 
correct one. 
Grade-D: Now, it's not to say 
this purchase was a complete waste 
of money/time. I did end up with a 
small bag of kitty cocaine and the 
Board also came with a bonus cat 
toy. It's a simple rod with a feather 
and a bell on it and it seems to be the 
equivalent ofYoutube to Ciabatta: 
hours of entertainment. So basically 
I paid thirty dollars for a cat toy. Ah, 
the things we do for our pets . 
largest in Canada, and as Mayor, Ford 
should be aware that it's a major tourist 
attraction. On a side note, I'm going to 
add insult to injury and say now that as I 
try to access the Toronto Pride sites, all 
are currently unresponsive. 
It's pointless to argue why there are 
still so many people trying to take a stand 
against something so natural (if that is 
indeed what Ford is attempting to do). 
I try to remain unbiased on most major 
topics, mainly because it's how I honestly 
feel. But LGBT-related issues are not one 
of those topics; they're people; they exist; 
grow up. 
Do your local LGBT community a 
favour. Show support by attending the 
Vancouver Pride Parade and Festival 
on Sunday, July 31. Whatever your 
beliefs, understand that this is an event 
celebrating an incredible group of people. 
If for no other reason, there are rainbows 
everywhere, and I think we can all agree 
that rainbows are pretty awesome. 
pizza. 
By Garth Mclennan 
V ancouver Canucks fans are kind of a fickle bunch. Over the years we've endured a stunning amount 
of heartache at the hands of our team, 
from ownership right down to the guys 
lacing up the skates. Because the Canucks 
are now into their fourth Stanley Cup free 
decade, and because of the numerous high 
and low-profile player incidents over the 
years that have resulted in fan favourites 
being shipped out of town or permitted 
to walk for nothing, Canuck fans have 
developed a bit of a complex. 
This complex manifests itself in 
both positive and negative ways. We saw 
the negative during the first round of 
this year's playoffs against the Chicago 
Blackhawks and again in the Stanley Cup 
finals, where fans (egged on by certain 
members of the Vancouver press core) 
were prepared to stage a mutiny in protest 
of the officiating (which, to be fair, can't 
exactly be called good). However, this 
article is primarily about the positive 
aspects of the average Vancouver fan's 
complex. This is mainly about player 
loyalty, and just how much it means in 
this city. 
Mter failing to reach the promised 
land by a single game during their Stanley 
Cup run, Mike Gillis and the rest of the 
Canucks' management were faced with a 
number of important decisions regarding 
their famed defence group, which was 
hailed all season as the league's deepest. 
Kevin Bieksa, Christian Ehrhoff, Sarni 
Salo and Andrew Alberts were all 
slated to hit the open market with their 
respective services available to the highest 
bidder on July 1. Considering that tills 
year's crop of existing isn't exactly what 
one would call elite, all of those guys 
were looking at significant raises on their 
.: .~ 
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previous salaries. 
But that's when things got 
interesting. Despite the allure of landing 
a big contract on free agent day, Bieksa 
re-upped in Vancouver, signing a five year 
deal worth $4.6 million per year that will 
keep him here until he's 35. While that 
was still roughly a million dollar raise for 
Bieksa, the fact that he was coming off 
a career year and was widety considered 
one of the premier defenders to be had 
as free agent, his signing was a bit of a 
surprise at that money. 
But maybe it shouldn't have been. 
Mter all, Gillis and the Canucks' 
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ownership group have worked very hard 
and spent a lot of money into turning 
Vancouver into a club where players want 
to play. They saw what Detroit had 'been 
doing for years to great effect; selling 
players on the team and the city in order 
to get them under contract for less money, 
and have modeled themselves on that 
structure. 
A perfect example is Alberts, who 
resigned with the Canucks the day before 
the free agency floodgates opened. Now, 
while it's true that Alberts wouldn't 
have commanded top dollar, he's still a 
serviceable depth defenseman coming off 
a long playoff run in a weak free agent 
year. He could have easily scored more 
than the $1.25 million he signed for with 
Vancouver on a two year deal. Instead , he 
wanted to play here and he proved it. 
Bieksa signing that deal , with 
everyone aware that he coOld have 
left the city for more cash, has already 
cemented him as permanent fan favourite 
in Vancouver. We're so used to players not 
wanting to be here that when they commit 
long term here, for less money no less , 
it's a bid deal , and said player instantly 
becomes one of us. For Bieksa, that is 
exactly what happened. He's a Canuck for 
life in our eyes, with a Ring of Honour 
spot probably already locked up for him 
when he retires. 
The same holds true for Sarni Salo, 
another long time Canucks who spurned 
more dough to sign with the Canucks on 
July 1, and who took a $1.5 million pay 
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cut to do so. Staring all that money in 
the face, saying 'no' and coming back to 
Vancouver really does mean something to 
fans of this team. 
Now let's look at the other side 
of the coin, particularly one Christian 
Ehrhoff. After getting Bieksa's name on 
the dotted line, Gillis turned his sights on 
the German blueliner and offered him the 
same deal that Bieksa signed for. Ehrhoff 
turned him down flat, and Gillis dealt his 
negotiating rights. After that, Ehrhoff was 
packaged off to Buffalo, who signed him 
to a mammoth decade long, front-loaded 
deal that will pay him an average of four 
million dollars each year, but $18 million 
in the first two seasons of the agreement. 
As soon as news reached the public 
that Ehrhoff was demanding Fort Knox, 
the general opinion of him evaporated 
in record time. Despite previously being 
a fairly popular player, Ehrhoff was 
immediately labelled a spoiled athlete 
only in it for the money, and in Vancouver, 
that's a tough brand to shake. 
When you sit back and look at 
Ehrhoff's situation objectively though, 
he really didn't do anything wrong. He 
wasn't a long term fixture in this town 
· like Bieksa and Salo, and players long for 
the day they can reach unrestricted free 
agency right from the beginning. Almost 
universally, Bieksa and Salo are the 
exceptions . 
But this is Vancouver, and these are 
our players, so when one of them leaves 
for supposedly greener pastures, it's a 
bitter pill that leaves a sour taste. Maybe 
in our own way, we're a throwback sports 
town; a place where we expect to connect 
with the players we watch and view them 
as adopted sons, so to speak. 
In the modem world of professional 
sports, that might not be the most realistic 
approach to take, but at the same time, it 
makes what we do have that much more 
meaningful. 
We're inviting 
B.C. youth to a conference 
in Vancouver from August 19-21, 2011 
-all expenses paid! 
If you're aged 18-30, live in BC, and want to 
learn about transportation, sustainability and 
planning, apply to attend by January 31, 2011. 
See translink.calbcyouthsummit for full details! 
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And then he explodes I Angela Espinoza 
Hello, I • m Michael Bay. 
I recently decided to 
take simpler approach 
for my next 
movie. 
It's a post-modern 
documentary called 
.. Pear ... 
Next Meeting: June 27 
When: 6PM 
Where: Room 1020, Douglas College 
We're renting the most 
expensive camera 
equipment James Cameron 
owns, and filming a single 
pear rot over one week. 
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The Douglas Students' Union shares your 
disappointment that the U-Pass Agreement 
has not been finalized with Translink and the 
discounted transit pass is therefore not 
available to Douglas Students this summer. 
The DSU worked hard to make students' (who 
voted 94% in favour of the U-Pass) voice heard 
and pushed for an earlier implementation. 
It appears that the institutions and Translink 
are close to finalizing the agreement and we 
hope that Douglas will be able to meet its new 
implementation date of September 2011 . The 
DSU continues to advocate on behalf of 
students for the earliest possible implementation 
of the U-Pass BC program at Douglas College. 
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